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Be sure it’s secure with the NEW Kubu
smart lock app
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Tradesmith is Kubu’s ‘southern showroom’!
We are delighted to be one of the first fabricators to offer an affordable,
smart locking upgrade: Kubu-ready Solidors with Avantis locks!
Available to Tradesmith customers, Kubu uses smart, simple technology
to monitor door and window locks in real time.

Check out our Kubu-ready Solidor and try the smart lock
and tech for yourself, in our Hailsham showroom!
Pop in, or call 01323 849123 to make an appointment
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“

Mark Hutchinson, MD of Tradesmith, says:

This is a real coup for Tradesmith – and our
installer customers. They can offer homeowners
something genuinely new and innovative and
really stand out from the crowd.
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withstands salty sea breeze
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“

“

Mark continues:

An affordable upgrade that’s quick and easy to fit, it’s the perfect marriage of proven,
traditional and new technology. Kubu allows homeowners to lock their doors securely
with a key in the usual way, but its cutting-edge smart sensor and app means they can
use the latest tech to check their doors are locked, wherever they are.

“

The Kubu homeowners kit,
(left to right: app, hub, plug and module).

“Did I
really
lock my
door?”
It’s a common worry, but it usually occurs when you’re too far away to do
anything about it. And although it’s easily done, even the most secure door
won’t keep burglars out if it’s left unlocked!
With Kubu, homeowners never have to panic about security again.
Homeowners can check the status of their doors using the Kubu smartphone
app, before they leave home, and with the perimeter security feature, receive a
notification alerting them if any door or window is left unlocked or open. With
Kubu, say goodbye to uncertainty and hello to peace of mind.
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How it works
Kubu Smart hardware is integrated
into the door or window frame. The
Kubu-ready door (or window) links via a
sensor in the module to the homeowner’s
smartphone app.
Once the door is installed, installers point
the homeowner to www.kubu-home.com
to purchase the smart kit (pictured left).
Once the kit arrives, all they have to do is:
• Insert the module into their new door
• Plug in the hub and connect it to Wi-Fi,
• Download the app - and they’re ready
to start tracking their door!
If they have any questions Kubu Support
team is fully trained on all enquiries to
help homeowners during the set up
A sensor inside the module indicates

“Alexa, ask Kubu
when my front
door was last
unlocked.”

The largest and strongest
hook-and-bolt system

Adding the Kubu skill to their

The Kubu-equipped door lock from

Amazon Echo means homeowners

Avantis has the largest and strongest

only have to ask Alexa a question

hook and bolt system on the market

to be sure they’re secure. A

– used on the toughest composite

perimeter notification offers a

door, Solidor. The UK’s first 25mm

helpful alert if homeowners walk

chamfered dead-bolt makes for greater

away from the house leaving doors

compression and security on a closed

unlocked, and Kubu can be shared

door, while the deadlock operates by

with family members too, so

lifting the handle rather than turning

everyone has peace of mind. It also

the key. Easily passing PAS 24, and

makes it easy to check if elderly

Secured by Design accredited, it comes

grandparents, or teenage children

with 10-year security and mechanical

coming home late have locked the

guarantees. This means if the home

doors at night, for example.

gets broken into due a failure of the

every time the key is turned in the door,

lock, they will be refunded up to £1,000

sending a real-time notification to the

of their home insurance excess.

homeowner’s smartphone.

“Offering Kubu on a Solidor with
an Avantis deadbolt means ultimate
peace of mind for homeowners – and
a fantastic new sales opportunity for
installers,” adds Mark

Call 01323 849123 or email
sales@tradesmith.co.uk to find out
more and get a copy of the Kubu
brochure. Or visit our showrooms
to see it for yourself!

www.tradesmith.co.uk | 3

Crazy for colour!
The market is still trending strongly to colour, particularly at
the premium end of the market, reports John Lindsay,
Sales Manager, Tradsmith.
“Homeowners who decide to improve their homes are increasingly replacing their old white
windows with a foiled colour finish. Older homeowners, particularly the over 55s, are sold on colour.”
John continues; “They’ve become a lot more adventurous inside the home, and increasingly they
want the outside to reflect that too, and nationally there is a move away from white. The switch is
not always to a bold colour – anthracite grey is so popular it’s starting to look like the new white –
but year by year more homeowners are joining the colour revolution. Dual colours, with one colour
outside and another inside, have become very popular.”
Recently, Deceuninck reported that 60% of their profile sales are colour, and they’ve extended their
offer to 30 colourways from stock, plus 20 more colours on short lead times. They have an even
bigger selection of colours available within a few weeks. Flush casements, which are commonly
ordered as a foiled finish, are one of the drivers of this trend. Most Residence windows and doors are
sold in colour, as are Solidor, Sussex, Spitfire, VEKA Spectral, Craftsman and WarmCore doors.

Call us or email sales@tradesmith.co.uk for a full list of swatches
and your copy of the brochure.
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60%
of profile sales

are colour

Six

stunning new warmcore woodgrain foils

WarmCore aluminium has released
new woodgrain foils: Light Oak,
Ginger Oak, and Honey Oak in SuperMatt finish, plus Monument Oak,
Macore and Amaranth.

Your customers will love them!
There are also 15 powder-coated colours to
choose from, and we’ve solved the dual colour
configuration problem for your customers.
For example, they can have contemporary
Anthracite Grey outside to match the
architectural style of their home and one of
15 powder coated colours - or one of the six
new foiled coatings - inside, at no extra cost.
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Your customers can feel VEKA’s Spectral and WarmCore’s new
Super-Matt finishes, see some of the exciting new foils that are
available, feel the fantastic From The Anvil and VBH handles,
door-knockers and letterboxes, examine the authentic looking
Residence 9 window to see if it’s timber or PVC, and fall in
love with Deceuninck’s flush casement or our robust traditional
Sussex front doors. Or they can operate Kubu’s exciting new
smart lock technology and see how easy it is to set up and use.
We have three new showrooms. On the ground floor, Solidor
composite doors sit alongside specialist aluminium Spitfire
doors, engineered timber Craftsman doors, our popular,
traditional Sussex door range and a Kubu-enabled door. An
extensive selection of Deceuninck and VEKA windows are
on display, as well as our unique range of high-performance,
acoustic windows. If your customers are troubled by noise,
you’ll have the answer!

SHOWROOM
TOURS
Since we opened the doors to our new showrooms,
we’ve had lots of visitors! For many new products,
seeing them in a brochure or online doesn’t do
them justice. Seeing or showing your customers
what they will look like in their home can make
a big difference to your sales. That’s why we’ve
gone to town on our three outstanding Hailsham
showrooms: you can see what we have to offer
or bring your customers to seal the deal. We built
them for you to use.

In the second ground-floor showroom, beautiful Masterframe
vertical sliding sashes, more residential doors including a
Kubu enabled door, and examples of our extensive hardware
collection are set out for you to browse.
In the top-floor conservatory roof and patio doors showroom, a
classic Stratus roof lets in the light. VBH’s Invisifold Slide & Fold
patio door, WarmCore bifolds and patio sliders divide the room,
which also features a range of integral blinds. You can also
look through a beautiful Residence window to see them being
fabricated in our Residence factory.
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recycling
PVC
+ additives

removal old
PVC window

There’s no longer an
excuse for not recycling

mixing
makers of finely crafted windows and doors

So how does it work?
Stage 1
assembly

extrusion

coating - foiling

Post-industrial waste (that’s the waste
and offcuts from fabrication) and postconsumer waste (windows and doors
you replace) is collected via fabricators
such as Tradesmith, and directly from
installers- removing the hassle, cost and
time spent taking products to landfill.
All that fabricators and installers have
to do is deglaze the windows and
doors because other non-PVC parts are
removed at the recycling facilities.

PVC-U Recycling

Stage 2

Although plastic – particularly single use
products – has a bad rep, PVC-U is one of
the most sustainable materials available.

Once PVC-U windows and doors are
delivered to the recycling facility, the
material is shredded into smaller pieces.

With a minimum lifespan of 35 years, it can
be recycled up to 10 times without losing its
mechanical characteristics.

Stage 3

During production, window lifetime and end-of-life
recycling, the total energy consumption and CO2 emission
of PVC-U is less than half of aluminium windows. The
energy required to recycle PVC is 90% lower than that
needed to produce virgin PVC. According to estimates by
VinylPlus, for each kilo of PVC-U recycled, 2 kg of CO2 is
saved.
It’s the most practical and versatile material out there.
Tradesmith is committed to working with partners
such as Deceuninck and VEKA which prioritise a
closed-loop process.

Deceuninck has recently quadrupled its recycling
capacity at its HQ in Belgium to 45,000 tonnes a
year. That’s 2.3 million windows and doors a year
that would otherwise go to landfill or incineration.
“That’s the equivalent of 90,000 flights from Paris
to New York and back!” adds Mark Hutchinson.
Meanwhile VEKA has been recycling since establishing
its plant in 2007. Most homeowners however, and many
installers aren’t even aware that PVC-U windows and
doors can be recycled!

Then the material is sorted by size
and broken down into even smaller
pieces. Any metals in the window or
door mix are removed – including the
reinforcement, handles and hinges.

Stage 4
The size is reduced again, and any
non-PVC-U elements removed,
including small stones, glass and
rubber gaskets. The material is then
sorted by colour or finish.

Stage 5
Once all the metals and colours have
been separated, the remaining material
is of a uniform size and colour. Finally,
this is melted and compressed into PVC
pellets, which are then passed on to the
extruder to create profiles to make new
PVC-U windows and doors!
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Sussex Doors

Authentic butt-jointed mullions and transoms

The Sussex is our very popular range of hand-crafted residential doors.
Why do people love them? Because they combine the beautiful, traditional
appearance and strength of solid timber doors with the benefits of long-life,
low-maintenance materials.
They’re also energy efficient to minimise your energy bills. They’re extremely
secure, strong and robust. So, they stay looking beautiful, keeping warmth
in and weather and intruders out.

Homeowners have always taken pride in their front
doors. In times gone by, they even polished the front
step and brass knockers.
Front doors say something about their owners. Our house, our front
door, this is what we want passers-by, neighbours and visitors to see.

21

traditional and contemporary
door designs

30+

woodgrain foiled
colourways with smooth
white outer frame

Fully steel-reinforced outer
frame and sashes
Your customers will run their eyes and hands
over the authentic butt-jointed mullions and
transoms and timber-effect wood-grained
profiles. They’ll love the traditional looks,
strength and long life.
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Installation
of the year
Pictured below is our favourite
installation of 2019 from RB Property
Developments.

When security matters,

Ingenious Locks

sell doors

“

Tradesmith was among the first to offer the
Ingenious Duplex 5 hook lock, and it’s been a
hit from the start.

We’ve been supplying the Duplex 5 lock
for two years now, and it’s one of our most
popular options on our doors,

“

Mark Hutchinson, MD

The Ingenious Duplex features two
sets of opposing hooks that lock into
the same keep. Supplied by Winlock, it
is ultra-secure and Secured by Design
(SBD) accredited. Tested in-house to over
500,000 operations, it’s one of the most
robust, reliable and secure products on
the market, guaranteed for 10 years under
Ingenious’s Fit & Forget guarantee. “It’s
also included in Winlock’s Document Q
test programme,” adds Mark, “so installers
can use Winlock’s test reports as a free

For a chance to win £100 Screwfix
vouchers, send pictures of your best
installations to sales@tradesmith.co.uk or
tag your pictures with @TradesmithLtd on
Twitter and Facebook. We announce our
Installer of the Month competitions and
winners on all our social media channels
and include a picture in the quarterly

sales tool.

newsletter. Happy snapping!

“It’s a very flexible product which can

Installer of the month - January

adapt easily to different designs. Installers
- and their customers - love the way
it locks. The hooks look so strong and
reassuring. It’s an impressive and unique
locking system which offers homeowners
the security of full SBD accreditation,
so they feel safe in their homes. For
Tradesmith, the fact that the standard
striker achieves PAS024 without any addons means we’ve been able to make our
standard door SBD compliant.”

SITELINE
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COASTLINE
Stainless steel door hardware that makes light weather of the harshest conditions.

Long-life hardware that withstands the salty sea breeze
Mark Hutchinson, Tradesmith MD, makes the case for using coastal hardware

Did you know that sea salt spray can travel up to 50 miles inland? Add
some blustery British weather and it can reach even further. Despite
many of us thinking that living by the coast makes the air ‘cleaner’ than
in big cities, salt pollution also makes it very corrosive. Normal hardware
doesn’t stand a chance.

We’ve all seen peeling, pitting hardware
on standard products. As a fabricator
and homeowner living near the sea, it felt
only right to offer furniture that can really
withstand these conditions.

VBH’s Coastline range has been
tested for more than 1,000 hours
in a salt spray chamber conforming
to BS EN ISO 9227 standards.

The range is hard-wearing,
corrosion-resistant austenitic grade
304 stainless steel, so it’s able to
withstand the harshest conditions.
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PVD Gold

Brushed Stainless Steel

Polished Stainless Steel

With three different finishes - Gold, Brushed Stainless Steel
and Polished Stainless Steel - in a large selection of styles for
windows and doors, homeowners can choose what suits their
home. This Coastline furniture is built to last.

“

Mark comments,

Living where I do, I’ve always had a great
interest in products that can handle the
harsh salty sea air, so we’re happy to offer
VBH’s Coastline products. You can give your
customers the assurance that their hardware
will stay looking good for years to come.

“

Call 01323 849123 to order this high-performance
long-lasting hardware and your customers can
benefit from VBH’s greenteQ guarantee - a reassuring
25-year guarantee against corrosion and defects.
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We’re recruiting!
Production & Quality Manager
After 27 years, Del Bourner, our
production and quality manager, is
changing roles although he is staying
on the production team to provide
experience and in depth and training
support. So now we are recruiting his
replacement.
Our new production and quality
manager will benefit from the
significant investment we’ve made
over the last two years in a dedicated
door factory, a new Residence
factory, and the investment we’ve
made in additional machinery for our
PVC-U factory to further improve
quality and efficiency.

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
All aplications will be
processed and responded
to after lockdown.

We’ve invested in a very wide range of brands and products to meet
the growing demand from discerning homeowners for premium quality
brands and products, and we have big plans to expand so our customers
can meet that demand. We’ve also invested in three new showrooms to
display them for our customers, and in high-level marketing.
The purpose of the role is to ensure that the company’s factories and
teams are run in the most cost-effective, productive and efficient way,
ensuring optimum production levels and delivering high quality products,
on time, in full and to spec.

If you think this role might be for you, we’d like to hear from you.
Please call 01323 849123 or email kim@tradesmith.co.uk for a full
job specification and apply to Mark Hutchinson, MD of Tradesmith.
Or, if you know someone who is well qualified for this position,
please tell them and ask them to get in touch.

It is with great sadness to share the loss of
one of our employees, Nathan Hill.
Having worked at Tradesmith since 2013 Nathan was a very valued
member of the team. Nathan was a highly skilled window and door maker,
and very popular with colleagues and customers.
Everyone in the team will miss Nathan greatly.
The factory and office will be closed on the afternoon of the service
to enable all staff to attend

Tradesmith Ltd, Unit 8, Station Road Industrial Estate, Station Road, Hailsham, East Sussex BN27 2EY
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